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"In face and figure they show a distinct approximation to what is
known as the Mongolian type, i,e, they have square set faces,
projecting cheek-bones, with almond-shaped eyes, and scanty

beard and moustache,"®
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This trade was in chines silk cloth and chines bambo flutes, among

other things, and it brought these articles into eastern India "*°
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According to the Limbu Tradition - ' It is said that some people came and
settled in the Khachar Country which is the name given by the Nepalese
to the tract at the foot of the hills between the Brahmaputra and Kosi

River. The name 'Kachari' has probably originated from this name'.!’
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According to sir Edward Gait - The word 'Khachar' is derived

from a sanskrit word meaning a 'Broadening region'. 8
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"The Derivation of Kachari from koss- arui, is, moreover, nothing but

ahypothesis, and can not, as yet, be proved by any historical facts" 1°
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"The earliest use of the word in their own records, with which I am
acquainted, is in a letter of appointment by Raja Kirti Chandra, dated
1658 sak, in which 'Kacharir niyam', or the practic of the Kacharis, is

referred to" 2
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"But apart from these outlying members of the race, there are within
the limits of assam itself at least 1000,000 souls probably many more,
who belong to the Kachari race; though many of the member have of
late years become more or less hinduised and have lost the use of

their mother tongue." ¥

364 Endle, R.S. D The Kachari, Page no. 5
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R.S.Endle 10 "The Kachari' ¢ILT! ByE Rias1iEasHiIR! ol 00t A1k oék okat! olta i1

ToaryEay

Name

Approximate Numbers Chief Habitat

1. Bara (Kachari).....

2.Rabha (Totala).....
3. Mech (Megs)........
4.Dhima................

6. Solanimiyas.........
7. Mahaliyas
Phulgariyas

Saraniyas

1. Di-ma-sa-
"big-water-folk"...

2.Hojais ......ccueun.e.

3. Lalungs ................

L. Northern Group

272,500
31,370
93,900

(See Bryan Hodgson)

10,300

15-18 Families only

II. Southern Group

15,931

2,750
40,160

150,000
8,766

105,850

Western Darrang, Kachari Duars,
and in North Kamrup

Goalpara

Do

North East Bengal

On Northern Frontier from
Jalpaiguri to North-West Darrang
Only in Mangaldai Sub-Division

Western Darrang. all slightly

Hinduised Kacharis

North Kachar Hills

Do. and Nawgong

South-West Nowgong and
adgoining Districts

On Garo Hills and at foot of same
On Plains adgoining Southern
Slope of the Garo Hills

Hills Tippera & C

yil elo;1y Oy Tiorkaot OLOIM oRilt Ot o6k ot aotastiil jietd O:1.04.
UEGEQ ERIE 0FQ 8lae;0 OU=THitl RIELY Tiiy 06k ceOF&:H y 0 +1:1 Oslr &0k Uy oF 0ukER!

20



TTEaET! oy Rids1iEasil uat! O;int ;01 v ARIEA -
"To these may be added one or two smaller communities, e.g, the
Morans and the Chutiyas in upper assam, whose language, not alto-
gether extinct as yet though apparently dying out rapidly, would seem

to prove them to be closely akin to the Kachari (Bada) race."

~ ’
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ERL a1 lo1E» Ut Oti+T0¢ it Ot0 6ltet ERLACH TTEAET! T 0REAGT! Northern Group 17
O¥LT! +y0ile, 6l0aLio: Ol uliltsl Bivt ARIER (OFG (i A=11 (OZIT Tyt RI&LLT 50
ToaryEal Okt TREAET a1 TiCHiRInL UNak&T! (00l jeta UERK BE~a RiLt oty

1.3 G1710¢ Ri&:1i0RI0L seotifia: b

1881 401 ‘Assam Schedule Tribes in process of conversation’ Tt ;30 T 0RE Ol
1891 #01 'On the castes and Tribes of Assam' T ;80 TijORKT! ;04 s0aey T, TOEO- L6k,
=8yl +yidy, Y1+, GLERLA, B1ERES Okl DAET! G1Tl0tuRIGERE OLOIMI RyLEEY 1891
401 On the Report of the Census of Assam T U1T10:-RI&:111 Gilak: @0 001 26,248 &0
6,0 Toaryeal Oxkat Oy Tiyomkaot a1ilo:uRioR! TRl Ui oyl b0 ToaryEal
TRYEQHRIRE G1iT0s-RI&11T (00 GLTTC:- TR 1,0 ARIEAN” 28]

1881 401 ToRyion0 71 ---

®0EaH 20U

il

110k 56,285
3§l 13,145
sjoiee 6,198
a1l 4,718
37V Endle, R.S. D The Kachari, Page no. 5

38Y Census of India - 1961. D Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes, Part V-A,
Chapter-VI, Vol-11I, Assam, Page no. 50
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Teutekue 2,539” ¥
y0il éMéélY Mr. W.W. Hunter éﬁi}'ﬁiﬁﬁl ‘A Statistical Account of Assam’ Vol-I T 1879
401 ClookLTIO TuROOUT ULTT0: RIA:LIURIUERE ALy, RIdell, L:0k, GtOf, (+iBi1 Oyl
OEL ;a0 210 sOEAs 6,01 BIE~a Rl 1A
"Kamrup district, as might be expected from its comprising the an-
cient religious capital of gauhati, contains a larger Hindu population
of good caste than any other district of assam. More them one half of
the total number both of Brahmans and of Kalitas in the entire prov-
ince are to be found in this single district; Sunris again, and Vaishnavs,
ars exceptionally numerous. the Muhammadans also number more
then in any other district except Goalpara. among semi-Hinduized
aborigines, the Koch, the Chandals, and the Doms; and among the
aboriginal tribes, the Cacharis, the Rabhas, the Saraniyas, and the
Mikirs, are the most Conspicuous. The Saraniyas, indeed are almost

entirely confined to this district." “°

Vi°6kEL, 'A Statistical Account of Assam' ¢TI T+AURICIRI G1710: 16,01 ARIEA, (OED it fi=
il R 14 -

"The Mech who adopt Hindu customs are called Soronia's,

but the change does not seem to be very extensive.” **
TU}'IBE]. Qi+ 31R/k11 Department of Economics and Statistics, Govt. of Assam, Shillong U

1960- 1961 407! >/dTi By &huY»t OB GLTT0:R0L Riv: elE~a O -

39Y% Report on the census of assam to 1881, chapter - VI, page no. 63
40% Hunter, WW. D A Statistical Account of Assam, page no. 29
41Y% Hunter, WW. D A Statistical Account of Assam, page no. 118
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(i) Barmans in Kacher.

(ii) Boro - Borokachari (Bodo)

(iii) Deouri

(iv) Hojai

(v) Kachari including Sonowal (Sarania, Thengal)

(vi) Lalung ( Nabaktia, Sundhi)

(vii) Mech

(viii) Miri ( Bogobari, Gosimari, Sarek, Padam, Galong, Dambuki, Missing)

(ix) Rabha ( Rava, Madahi, Bantha, Sandev, Raybaido, Bag, Hato, Pam, Rankha,

Patirava, Tatala)
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"The following list of taken from the district census compilation of

Mr.Magrath, C.S, which differs in soma minor points from the classi-

fication a adopted in the census report." 2

THEAET G17T0:-RIa:1l UROERL (30¢ THEL TRk TIOT 8lE~a RiL: y'U -
Tribes Population (1879)
Doanniya 20
Garo 4,849
Cachari 76,994
Khasiya 352
Lalung 1,950
Manipuri 45
Mikir 11,447
Miri 107
Rabha 20,408
Saraniya 11,812
Uraon 62
Nat 1,735" %

Yio11 el lo1: Oék R Oo+0 R4L0 loyl 10 OTITL G17T0:-RIaeLl TusmltBla >[0Tl
ByM1 Bie=140 jee0isd ot BLAGE [51+t0 G1T10:-RIB1TURIOL seoUNal >4l ol Citadk
TRIYEQRIL <1l (0,201 Y1 GELtoeeoRl 6,00 RG Tomy 1% O»EGE +iy0 Ol l6Ligl (0,211
vl >S40 U0t GLTT0¢ G+l >0 85 UTHIG +0y: Rl AT ayéiik BRI 10 UG 4 1

Otli 5 (i

N

A (01 DATH a8l

42Y Hunter, W.W.
43Y Hunter, W.W.

D A Statistical Account of Assam, Vol-I, page no. 29
D A Statistical Account of Assam, Vol-I, page no. 30
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