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Editorial

I have immense pleasure in editing the first issue of biannual
periodical of G. L. C. College titled "VISION" in which one's view
and expressions would be portrayed. It would be the best means of
expressing one's ideas on various issues which would help in
focusing the vital problems and prospects of society.

I convey my gratitude to the Principal, my colleagues, non-
teaching staff, students and all others for their inspiration and
contribution of valuable articles which have made the task smooth

for me, i.e. in publishing the first issue of "VISION".

Editor,

Jaya Biswas Kunda
Lecturer in Economics
G. L. C. College
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"Civil Society, Globalization and Political Party :
A peep into Nandigram"

Guest Column B s Dr. Bijan Kumar Kunda

LS Selection Grade Lecturer
[/ Deptt. of Political Science &
_, Co-ordinator, IQAC

Barnagar College

Introduction :

The concept of 'civil society' at this era of imperialist globalization' has
been popularizing since the 1990's particularly since the break-down of socialist
countries of East Europe. At the same time, it is a matter of great concern that
there is hidden political agenda, as it is alleged, in the disguise of ‘civil society'. In
fact, no political hidden agenda can help/ benefit the common people. The civil
society, in other words, having welfare for the common people.

Civil Society : Interpreted in several perspectives :

Academically, the concept of 'civil society' is a very significant 'discourse’
(Human interaction, especially communication; discourse may disclose or illustrate
power relationship - Heywood : 1977) inthe area of political science or sociology.
Though the 'Civil Society’, as a concept, has been reinvented during 1990's,
nevertheless, we can safely state that it (civil society) has been debated, of course,
inan uﬁntemptéd manner during the last several hundreds of years. Obviously,
it has been interpreted in several ways and in several perspectives (Manab
Mukharjee : 2002). Innumerable political thinkers and philosophers, namely
Aristotle, Adam Fergusan, Adam Smith, David Hume, Edmund Burke, Hegel,
Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci etc. interpreted the concept in various ways and
perspective. '

Tt is worthwhile to mention here that Aristotle, for the first time, used this
concept in connection with citizens' active advice, involvement and participation
relating to the matter of administration - ‘Polis'. Obviously, the term, ‘civil society’
was used fir the first time, by Adam Fergusan in 18th century. According to him
a citizen should not be confined to himself! herselfjust to enhance his/her economic
power only but also to participate actively in social and ministerial activities.
Fergusan's observation is that besides economic affairs there is also a social
identity of human being and that is called 'civil society'. The reflections of this
concept of F erguéan's civil society were also found in the writings of Adam Smith
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in his famous book Philosophy of Right (1 <82TI Hegel 1dent1ﬁed three ‘moments'
of social existence : the family, civil society, and the state. According to him civil
society was regarded as the middle stage of family and state. In this context it is
important to note here that Hegel's philosophy was based on 'ideas' and he is
regarded as prolific idealist philosopher of 19th century. In fact, Hegel
differentiated and alienated state, economy and civil society though, according to
him, they are inter-related. Hegel conceived of the civil society as a sphere of
'universal egoism' in which individuals place their interests before those of others.
He defined state as a sacred/ ethical institution and it was perceived as a sphere
of 'universal alfruism'. It may be mentioned here that Hegel's state has the solutions
of internal contradictions of varied interests of civil society. Young Marx also
inspired in the writings of Hegel especially in regard to the concept of civil society.
Of course, Marx (fasher of scientific socialism) through his 'dialectical materialism'
has succeeded to uncover the 'idealistic' aspects of civil society. Recognising the
existence of civil society Marx has shown that there is contradictory class-interests
reflected in the civil society and the state cannot solve the class-interests, rather
solution is discernable only in the change of state-apparatus. Interpreting history
in scientific manner, Marx has shown successfully that economy is base, civil
society is superstructure. In fact, civil society is capitalist society. Thus, Karl
Marx not only enriched the concept, but also revolutlomzed the concept - civil
society from materialistic perspective.

The civil society, as a concept, revived and enriched in the writings of a
staunch Marxist - Leninist as well as revolutionary - Antonio Gramsci in his
Prison Notebooks'. In order to understand Gramsci's civil society it is significant
to understand his concept of hegemony' as Gramsci identifies 'hegemony' as civil
society. According to Gramsci, a developed bourgeois state not only creates its
appressed institution (army, police, law and bureaucracy) but also creates an
‘outer cover' which brings about the major portion of the population through
consensus/ consent towards bourgeoisie's interest. In fact, bourgeoisie perpetuate
the power, as Gramsci argued, through these two instruments - coercion and
consent/ consensus. According to Gramsci this 'outer cover is civil society'. The
bourgeois hegemony, in other words consists of the spiritual and cultural supremacy
of the ruling class and it spreads bourgeois values and beliefs via 'civil society'":
The media, the churches, youth movements, trade unions and so forth (Heywood
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: 1997). The bourgeoisie always use the civil society to perpetuate its hegemony.
Obviously, Gramsci advocated to utilize civil society for the cause of working
class. Thus, as a part of strategy to capture power by the working class, as
Gramsci advocated, the civil society inits favour. In this context, it is to be noted
here that Gramsci always tried to expand the ‘base' and 'superstructure' of Karl
Marx in regard to developed capitalist country and in this specific context he
analysed the 'class character' of civil society.

Gramsci's concept of civil society was distorted by the Euro- Communists.
Heywood's observation in this respect is noteworthy. Heywood (1997) says
that "although the proponents of Euro-Communism have claimed Gramscias an
influence, he remained throughout his life a Leninist and a revolutionary."

It is said that since the 1990's the civil society, as a concept, has been
hijacked and expanded by the so called intellectuals under the superindence,
guidance and direction of World Bank, UNO, IMF, European Union alongwith
propagating the so-called globalization. The role and significance of civil society
has been tremendously popularizing since the break-down of socialism in East
European countries via non-violent movement. Since then the so called intellectuals
began to interpret the civil society in new direction. One of the most popular
interpretation has been given by the centre for civil society, London school of
Economics. The definition given by them is given below :

"Civil society refers to the arena of uncovered collective action around
shared interests, purposes and values, In theory, its institutional forms are distinct
form those in practice, the boundaries between state, civil society, family market
are often complex, blurred and negotiated. Civil society commonly embraces a
diversity of spaces, actors and institutional forms, varying in their degree of
formality, autonomy and power. Civil societies are often populated by organization
such as registered charities, development non-govt. organizations, community
groups, women's organizations . .. ... .. trade unions, self-help groups ....... =

This interpretation of civil society is treated as third section. Accordingly,
the stateand Govt. fall in one section and economy is another section. As per this
definition NGO is included in civil society. It is amazing that political parties have
no place in all these three sections. It means 'civil society' is apolitical. In other
words, civil society is a realm of autonomous groups, associations and NGOs
wit specific objectives which separates from party based politics. How can we
think workable democracy without political party? We cannot.
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intefpretation; the recognition of civil society is possible
only in democratic system. ﬁﬁégﬂw success, expansion alongwith its operation
of civil society can only be witnessed in democracy. It is interesting to note here
that civil society, of late, has been defining to attain specific objective - to
popularize the concept of so-called globlisation.In this context it is important to
mention here that both the concept of covil society and globalisation have been
going together with joining hands with each other. Mention may be made here
that the break-down of socialists camps and the revival of civil society is also
contemporary and these two crucial points certainly hint us as the matter of grave
concern and suspicion.

Manab Mukharjee (2007) has rightly observed : "Any economic system
finds/ wants favourable political system for its development. Globalisation is also
an economic system which is new in toto; and this completely new economic
system requires completely new political institution, World Bank, UN, IMF
sponsored 'Globalisation' needs of sponsored political institution - that is called
civil society." Of late, a large number of NGOs (at times these NGOs are treated/
considered as civil society) are also operating in such a way, as if they are
considered as alternative to political party. It is also amazing that innumerable
NGOs are being funded by the protagonists of globalisation - a new economic
system just to depopularise political party. Clubs, associations, NGOs, groups
of intellectual, media house etc. Of late, are also grouped and united together as
civil society to attain a specific objective having no accountability to the people.
But it isimportant to note here that political parties exists in a democratic system
having responsibility and accountability. That is why supporters of globalisation
favours NGOs (backed by media house) which are safe, secured, apolitical.
Thus, they condemn politics alongwith depopular political party.

Role of civil society : Nandigram a part of West Bengal :

As mentioned earlier, civil society is not answerable to the people; but
political parties are answerable, accountable and responsible to the people as
the members of political parties are supposed to face election. Election is the
basis of democracy. At the same time it is also true to say that some members of
civil society may also face election. For instance, some of the members of civil
society who took part in procession on 14th November, 2007 at Kolkata as
members of civil society in connection with Nandigram's issue might contest
election in future. It is also equally true he/ she would like to contest election
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mber of civil society. Apart from this,
NGOs (members of civil society) are not sﬁﬁp’nsgito show its accounts alongwith
its source of finance/ resources to the to the people whereas political parties are
supposed to presenting the accounts and source of finance to the constitutional
institution (Election Commission). Manab Mukharjee (2007) has shown beautifully
shown the character of civil society alongwith highlighting the responsibility of
political parties in connection with analyzing the issue of Nandigramin the following
way : According to him peculiar characters of several partners of civil society
were discernable of 14th November, 2007. The intellectuals' procession of 14th
November, 2007 featured many common faces who were presented in Medha
Patkar's sit-in-platform and Mamta's fast programme. Many Naxal groups having
no flags, SUCI, Trinamul Congress, a few communal groups together with
Anandamargs, few NGOs, few 'intellectuals' and some officials/ employees of a
Media House too, were found in the procession. .. . the procession was organised
to oust the present Govt. (West Bengal Govt.) relating to achieving the political
objective : objective was clear - to oust present Govt. if possible and ifit was not
- to embarass the Govt. as far as possible. Ifit was supposed to achieve, what
leave and would be engaged to prepare Mining and another portion would be
confined to form NGOs, SWCI would be returned to J oyanagar and Kultali,
Media House's employees would be engaged to their duties, some of the shooting
set, some of them would be engaged to prepare manuscripts. Ifthe process of
civil society's agitation were stopped none would be answerable. None would
be answerable why the anarchical order did prevail in the state. How could they
expect more advantageous position than this. Having no responsibility political
objective is to be achieved. For a political party, all these things demand and
need an answer.

Conclusion :

Itis clear that civil society should not be considered as alternative to political
parties as partners of civil society, of late, are being funded and sponsored by
supporters of so-called globalisation just to strengthen the corporate house. At
times, partners of civil society operate to achieve specific political objective having
to accountability to the people. Sometimes, partners of civil society do operate
having hidden political agenda. There is no transparency, no distinct political
issue barring a few NGOs. All these things cannot strengthen democracy. For
true and healthy democracy political parties are to be considered essential. The

(&)
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role played by civil society in connection with highlighting Nandigram issue as it is
alleged, is not only biased but also derogatory. Thus, it is high time to judge
yourself not to be a part of hidden political agenda sponsored by corporate
houses just to propagate globalisation as no hidden political agenda can bring
welfare and justice. Civil society cannot do this as hidden political agenda is

discernable in the disguise of civil society especially in Nandigram issue of West
Bengal.( -
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Political Communication and its problems

Md. Ramjan Ali
HOD, Deptt. of Political Science
G.L.C. College

The study of poﬁfidaf communication is at least as ancient as Plato, but
modern studies date from the Post-World War - I analyses of war time
propaganda. Since then much attention has been devoted to the analysis of the
forms and objectives of Political Communications, the media of transmission, the
contents of the messages and the impact of messages on receivers. Content
analysis has become a highly sophisticated tool for analysis at the sender end of
the chain, while survey research and interview techniques provide means for
studying message impact. In a broader context, Karl Deutsch has suggested that
political communication might become the central focus of political science with
political systems treated as vast communication network. Almond and Coleman
on their much-cited 1960 study classify political communication as one of the
principal functions of political system.

According to the eminent sociologists, R. M. MacIver and C. H. Page,
‘without communication there can be no community." Prof. Quincy wright says,
"Societies exit by virtue of communication .. from such interaction develop
communities, societies, institutions, cultures and civilizations,

A political system consists of a network of structures and institutions, namely
groups, parties govt. and bureaucracies. Interpenetration and reciprocal influences
exist between structures and behaviour Through these structures people are
linked to the rulers and the rulers to the people. In democracies, the Legislative
assemblies embody the sovereignty of the people, but in the general political
sense the views and proposals of the population are communicated to the govt.
and vice-versa with the help of intermediate bodies.

Political communication is the transmission of meaning having relevance
for the functioning of a political system. Political communication like other
communications, requires a sender, a message, some channel or means of
transmission and a receiver, political communication ordinarily involves the written
or the spoken word, but it may occur by means of any sign, symbol or sigment
through which meaning is transmitted. The communication would include symbolic
acts as diverse as burning draft card, voting, political assassination or sending a
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fleet around the world. Much political communication is the province of specialized
institutions such as the mass-media, govt. information agencies or political parties.
It neverthelessis found in every social environment, from face-to-face two person
settings to the chambers of a national legislature.

Thus, political communication is linked with political systems and the former
gives dynamics to the later. Each political systems has certain reception systems
which provide information form internal and external sources. Each political system
has certain goals to achieve and it depends on the capacity of the system how far
and to which extent it can use the information it receives form the system. It is
communication which nourishes the body of p ‘Efﬂél‘system It also stands for
link among the citizens themselves. [of
Problems of Political Communication 3 ‘g

Generally lack of political communicat‘}én\means the gap between the
society or people and the political system. It is also regarded as problem of
political communication. There are a number of problems of political
communication. Among them the following may be regarded to be the main -

1. Lack of time and largeness of area : ,

It is well known that face-to-face contents in a political system can play a major
role in providing the people the necessary information about public affairs. But
this process is not frequently used in most the time of countries including India.
Of'course, during the time of clutions the political clites, irrespective of their party
colour prefer to use the channel of communication and go door to door of the
people. But the channel is difficult to use because of the largeness of constituencies
in terms of territory and population and also of shortness of times.

2. Censorship on Mass Media :

Mass media like News Papers, Magazine, Radio and Televisions etc, can pioneer
role in establishing contract between people themselves and between people
and the political system. But most of the countries especially the developing and
totalitarian ones have imposed censorship on mass media. The govt. tries to use
them for the fulfillment of some vested interest.

3. Scarcity and lack of popularity of Mass media :

Some mass-media like news papers and journals etc. are not popular among the
uneducated people. Again all the educated people of a country hardly read news
papers and journals. Only 4% read news papers in India and they are generally
residents of urban areas. According to the UNESCO, for every thousand persons

©f
gl
o\

-\

\

VISION/ 8




L .

(T2

in developing country there are fifty radio receivers, twenty cinema seats hundred
news papers. In India for every thousand persons there are 13 news papers, 17

radio and 7 cinema seats. Thus scarcity and lack of popularity of mass media are

responsible for some problems regarding political communication at least in the
underdeveloped and developing countries. fN =

4. Corruption : , of ,

The nations like criminalisation of politics, sycophancy, ibidahsm indifferent forms,
personalized politics, commercial approach to image biiilding and the like have
fundamentally affected the nature of politics and the orientation of people towards
politics. On it necessary to maintain any contract with the political system.

5. Inactive role of political parties :

Problems arise in establishing political communication due to inactive role played
by the political parties, especially of the developing countries, in the political
system. The political parties of the countries like India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
become active during clutions and 8o to slumber during normal times, These
parties do not try to establish mass communication.

6. Lack of issue-based discussion :

The debates and discussion in the legislatures often provide important information
10 people about various public issues or grievances. But these are not effectivein
all countries including India. For example, in India issue-based debates and
discussions in the parliament and state legislatures do not take place so often. As
aresult interest articulation function of the Indian Political system suffer,

7.  Lackof co-operation of bureaucrats :

[tis expected that the bureaucrats should supply necessary information and data
to the people regarding govt. policies and programmes. But practically the
bureaucrats do not actively play their role. By and large, it may be said that the
role of the bureaucrats is not up to satisfaction.

8. Lack of effort for the establishment of interaction :

[t is very difficult to acquire information and data necessary for decision making,
if the govt. or decision making authority does not try to establish periodical
mteractions with institutions and persons such as political parties, pressure groups,
voluntary organizations and clites etc. The govt. is unable to have people's
demands and interest. The duisim makes do not have pertinent information. Of
course, some efforts are being made for interactions; but these are just formal
than real. For example, mention may be made of India.
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Absolute or lack of a forum appears to be the cause for the informal clites
nor expressing their opinion on public policy makers even if they wish to do so.
The informal clites' view is that they do not get opportunities to interact with the
cluted representatives. Even with this handicap the clites can provide information
to the policy makers through mass media, by publishing articles in various
periodicals etc. However, the impact of such information on public policy is
expected to be very limited.

9.  Ignorance and indolence :

Generally the lliterate people are ignorant and indolent. They have little contact
with the outer world. They do not know and do not try to know the functioning
of the govt. whether local or national or international. They feel satisfied by
entrusting the responsibility of ruling country in the hands of others.

Conclusion :

It is needless to say that the functioning and success of the popular govt. largely
depends on proper communication with the people and other organizations. That
is why the govt. should try itslevel best to establish necessary interactions with
the people and organizaiions. In this connection emphasis should be laid on
education of the people, providing ample freedom to mass media &.d periodical
whole hearted interaction with the people, clites, businessman and the like.

~ .
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Role of Women in Boro Society
] o

N80 Maikan Basumatary
t/;i) ( Lecturer, Deptt. of Bodo (MIL)

k\\ G. L. C. College

Women are like homestead of a family. To become or to settle a home, a
good homestead is very important. Like this to become a good or develop family,
role of women within the family is very important in so far as they are free to take
dominant parts in all the household affairs.

In ancient time, only home was the place of Boro women. They always
spent their daily life busy. They did not have any leisure since leaving the bed
early in the morning and till going to bed at night. Parents and guardians of girls
did not send their daughters to school. They thought that male teacher were not
good for their daughters. Their daughters could not express their own thought
and ideas freely to male teachers. Because at that time there was no female
teachers. So, at that time, the literacy among the women were particularly very
low. But now-a-days, women are also equally encouraged along with the men.
They have understood the meaning of "plants are developed by cultivation and
men by education." (J. J. Rousseau)

In Boro society, women are the prime member of the family in matters
relating to preparing food, wash clothes, receiving guests and everything household
affairs. The position of women in the family as well as in the society is almost
equal to that of men. Women are also developed in education and they also
know how to bring peace and how to work for the development of society. So
they can take part in social works also. Besides these, Boro women are regarded
as indispensable in the other fields of works al so, such as agriculture, trade etc.

Boro women have important role in the development of economy of a
family or a society. Animal husbandry, spinning and weaving etc. ensure the
economic condition of the Boro family. The poultry, piggery and goat rearing are
mainly confined to womenfolk in traditional way and most of these products are
sold at home by themselves. Sometimes these products are also sold in the market.

In ancient time, a Boro woman was not honoured and put value in the
society, if she did not know the art of spinning and weaving. Again she was not
accepted as a good character in society. So at that time the art of spinning and
weaving was always been held to be one of the highest attainments among every
women of every caste whether they were the women of good or bad character.
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According to Chronicles, Momai Tamuli Barbarua, the Prime Minister of king
Pratap Singha (1603 - 1641) also made it an indispensable duty for every women
in their kingdom. From ancient time, through spinning and weaving, Boro women
have been giving help in their family, They rear Endi worm and spin yarn out of
cocoons and weave different kind of clothes. They can make designs of beautiful
flowers, trees and plants, birds and animals and other fascinating objects. They
weave them in handlooms with their own hands and sell these clothes in markets
and earn many rupees which help their family's people. It is very interesting or it
is the matter to note that an illiterate women also can weave foot print like
'Alaiyaran or Alayaran' (Dawn), 'Bwisagu' (bihu) 'Bordaibai' (Welcome),
‘Gwjwnthwng' (Be happy) etc. in their clothes through their spinning and weaving,
In ancient time in Boro society, when men were ready to go to battle field, then
women wove a 'phali' (a kind of towel) within one night and gave it in their neck.
This towel is known as 'Aronai' in Boro which is now-a- days found available
among Boros. But it is true that this 'Aronai' which is found now-a-days is
meaningless. Because this is wove at day time also and this is used in everywhere.
At that time when men were ready to go to the battle field, then women were
also ready by taking 'Aronai' in their hands to give them farewell. Then they sang
a farewell song like this -
Boro:

Ayo! Jwhwlauphwr

Aronai gangpha gangpha langpha

Janji khapranw . .. ...

Suthurjwng dauha nangnw

Suthurkhwu phejennw

English :

Take a Aronai,

Oh! Our heroes

To bind your waist ... ...

To fight with foe

And to defeat the foe.

With their prominent role the Boro women have made great contribution

to the enrichment of culture and gradual evolution of the society. But it is the
matter to note that some superstitions fears on women are being seen in Boro
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society. For these they are deprived from some works in society. So it is the time
for all women to get freedom in all works within and outside the house. Otherwise,
women will be used as the toy of play. 0

Bibliography :
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Child Labour in India : Problems and Remedies

Jaya Biswas Kunda
Lecturer in Economics
G. L. C. College

A child is a human bemg\avho isnot an adult. They belong in the age group
of 5 - 14 years of age. While I thought of writing this paper an old proverbs came
to my mind "A child is the father of the nation'. This is said because children of
today are the citizens of tomorrow. They are going to bear the burden of governing
the nation on their shoulders. They will have to build nations socio-economic,
political and cultural positions stronger. So, the right time has come to bring up
these "would be citizens" of India properly. Their quality ofTife, education, health,
culture etc. all which are needed for the all round development should be the
unavoidable responsibility of the Govt. of a welfare state. But it astonished me
that the children in India are deprived of even the basic human rights. The large
numbers of child labour in India is an example of this deprivation and which s a
matter of grave concern.” :

Who is a child labour ?

The child labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act. 1986 has defined a boy
or a girl who hasnot attained the age of 14 years is a child. Throuh this Act. ban
is imposed on the engagement of children in certain specific fields like mines,
collieries, automobile workshop where bidi-making, match-making, agarbati,
explosive and fire-works etc. are carried on.

It is generally accepted that India has the largest numbers of child labourers
inthe world. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) estimates that there
are more than 35 million such children, accounting for 14 % of'the childrenin the
5 - 14 age group.

Poverty and child labour : :

It is observed that there is a relationship between child labours — out of
school children — poverty. The estimates which are made about the numbers of
child labour are largely based on the data of children who are out of school. And
one of the major causes of dropouts is poverty.

But this explanation is a far too simple interpretation obviously it is mainly
the poor families who are bound to send their children for work but it does not
follow that there is a necessary causal relationship between the two.
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As the Fig. No. 1 depicts that the census data for 2001 suggest a much
lower incidence, with 1.26 crore child labourers identified, which would be less
than 5% of the relevant age group. This represents a declining incidence compared
with the 1991 figure 0f6.4% of the children between 5 - 14 years of age.

Important Acts to prevent Child Labour in India :

1. Children (pledging of labour) Act. 1933 prohibits parents and guardians
from pledging the services of a child in return for advances.

2. TheEmployment of Child Act 1938. Ambiguousiin its scope and content,
it classifies into two age groups for prohibition and regulation of their
employment. ;

3. The child labour (prohibition and regulation) Act. 1986. Prohibits
employment of children below 14 in 7 occupations and 18 processes.
Also regulates the working conditions of children in other employment.
This is the principal enactment on the employment of children,

4. Notification issued on June 26, 1993. Regulates working conditions of
children in all employments which are not prohibited under the CLA 1986,

5. Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) Act. 2000. Provides for
the resettlement of rescued children with their parents. It has no further
provisions for these children afier they return home,

Reasons for growing child labour in India :

1. Povertyis the root cause of child labour. The poor parents are forced to
make their children go for work
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Child labour in India is due to an extension of the family business, which
allows a child to learn the traditional trade,

There are certain industries that are known to be heavily reliant on bonded
child labour and certain geographical locations that have become infamous
for it as well. For example, Fire works, Carpet Industry, The glass bangle
makers etc. Bonded and other child labour is also frequently found in
services, especially in tea-shop and truck shops, domestic service and
commercial sex work.

Another important concern relates to the children of migrant workers. Who
are disproportionately prone to become child labourers. These are child
workers who are forced to migrate without their parents, in groups
organized by contractors;

The decline in public eduéaﬁonal spending and the increase in school tution
fees have been important proximate causes of the increase in child labour.
It has also been noted that the system of examinations and progression
through school also creates disincentives against continuation for children
from poor families who detain in one year.

Another important causes of child labour is that children being cheaply
available. A large numbers of children are employed by the owner in
different activities which do not require any educational qualifications.

Measures to eradicate the problem of child labour :

Some of the important measures which can help to eradicate the problem

of child labour are the following :

1.

A survey should be made on child labour and which should be completed
within a fixed period of time, :

Besides, the fruitful implementation of the universal education, there should
be a special progarmme which provides "education grant" based on
household monthly wages, which will enable the poor parents to send
their children to school. ik

On discontinuation of the employment of'the child, his education should be
assured in suitable institution with a view to make it a better citizens.
Honourable courts should also observe whether the directions given by
number of Acts passed in the parliament to eliminate child labour is property
followed or not. Ifnot, punishment should be assured to the persons who

are guilty.
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5. Agreater degree of public outrage and social action is required to counter
this social evil and to make the policies really effective.
Concluding Note :

Child labour is neither socially desirable, nor it is a necessary outcome of
a particular stage of development. It has been pointed out by M. Weiner in his
book "The Child and the Statein India" that India is a significant exception to the
global trend toward the removal of children from the labour force and the
establishment of compulsory, universal, primary school education, as many
countries of Africa like Zambia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Libya, Zimbabwe, with
income levels lower than India have done better in these matters. This shows that
the problem of child labour persists in India is not really because of dearth of
resources, but lack of zeal.

So, let us all, the Govt., the people, the parents and all the members of civil
society put their sincere efforts together to combat the problem of child labor
and make India free from any kind of exploitation of children without any further
delay.Qd

References :
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Generation Gap : An Insoluble Puzzle

Mukut Khan
Lecturer, Deptt. of English
G. L. C. College

The differences iﬁ’idees,'féelings and interest between older and younger
people is called generation gap. In other words, it is actually the difference
between the ebullience of youth on the one hand and the caution and prudence of
old age on the other. The old consider the younger lot to be arrogant fools; the
young declare the older people to be senile and insipid. The gulfbetween the two
generations seems unlikely to be bridged.

Generation gap, as a phenomenon, is not new to our times alone. In all
ages and at all places, it has always been prevalent; but in modern times, life
styles are changing so fast that the gap between the two generations becomes
easily perceptible. Many other factors have also contributed to bring about this
situation. Everywhere we notice young people are feeling disgruntled because
their upbringing is inadequate and unsatisfactory while their education is irrelevant.
Rather than equipped them to earn a decent living, education appears to be
rendered them unemployable. It is often heard the old are complaining that the
young are ignorant of what they want.

The most commonly faced problem is that the youth are protesting the
difference between the myth and reality of the society in which they are growing,
In fact, they are passing through a period of transition. Long accepted social
norms and codes of conduct have almost collapsed. An attitude of dissent and
irreverence has come to replace spontaneous faith and quiet acceptance of the
wisdom of the old. The socio-economic changes all over the world have deeply
affected the life pattern of the people. Rapid population grow has resulted in the
disintegration of family life. The bitter struggle for existence has left the parents
with little time to devote to their children and to properly direct and supervise
their activities. Consequently, the lack of understanding between the old and the
young is widened. '

So it is overt that under these circumstances the talk of dedication to ideals,
moral vigour, basic human virtues etc. leaves the young cold and unconvinced.
They are no longer prepared to blindly follow whatever their elders tell them.
Instead, they critically review all the social and political values they are asked to
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accept. When the young see high -sounding principals being ignored for
expediency, political leaders deliberately befooling the masses, vested interest
being allowed to frustrate the state at every step, corruption common in all places
and a gaping difference between promise and performance, they naturally revolt
against social and economic justice and clamour for alteration.

Tobe precise, in Indian society where tradition and modernity are often in
conflict, there is always an undercurrent of tension. It is also the dismal fact that
in traditional societies, age dominates youth completely. This dominance kills the
spirit of initiative in the young. They gradually becomes mere executors of other
people's will - soulless people who, when they areidle or only partially employed,
resort to violence and take to the street on the slightest pretext. They want to
attract attention to themselves through unconventional behaviour and clothes.
They fall victims to self-pity, develop an aversion to honest hard work and remain
on the look-out to have something for nothing.

No doubt, generation gap implies dissent, which is necessary and obligatory
even when things go wrong. It becomes dangerous when it takes the shape of
violence. The elders have grave, dissatisfaction with the modern youth but it also
betrays a lack of sympathetic understanding and realistic appreciation of the
dilemma in which the younger generation finds itself. The youth must also learn to
earn the right to dominate the scene through responsible conduct and show that
they are not always wild, irresponsible, noisy and needlessly demonstrative. They
should work for the promotion ofbasic human rights and mankind's liberation
from shackles of poverty, inequality and injustice. A fine blend of age and youth
is needed for human welfare. As a whole, the youth should be made responsible,
equipped and trained to inherit a world that would conform to their vision, albeit
the generation gap is an insoluble puzzie.d
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My Dateless Diary of Mahabaleshwar :
The Kashmir of Maharashtra

Babul Sarakar
Lecturer, Deptt. of English
G. L. C. College

Nature is the anchor of man's purest thoughts. Its healing power helpsa
man to get rid of his awkward loneliness. To Wordsworth, "Nature is the nurse,
the guide and the guardian of man's heart and soul" and "It never betrays the
heart that loved her." This is inevitable because the sylvan surroundings of nature
can cure the modern mind full of anxiety, restlessness and boredom.

Some places deserve remarkable mention for their natural and scenic
beauty. Mahabaleshwar, one of the most beautiful green spots of Maharashtra, is
one of them. Those who with their illimited curiosity and gusto, want to relish the
splendors of mountains and other wonderings of nature can visit this hermitage of
beauty. Mahabaleshwar seems to be an exquisite picture painted by the invisible
golden and skilled hands of nature. Amidst numerous hills and mountains stands
this paradise of natural beauty where man's romantic heart finds the ultimate taste
ofinvariable time, it provides a pertinent atmosphere where one can enjoy to his
heart's content. Between two lofty cliffs of the mountain are located deep valleys
whose picturesque beauty injects madness, romance and passion into the hearts
of the viewers. One can observe boundless greenery all around. Thus, being
pregnant with the blessings of nature, Mahabaleshwar can be literally regarded
‘The Abode of Natural Beauty,'

It was the early winter in the year 2002 when we undertook an educational
tour to this place of heavenly beauty by covering the distance of about 100 kms
form Saswad, Pune. As the car started running along the zigzag road, our minds
were filled with fresh hopes and limitless curiosity to see the unseen, to know the
unknown and to make the impossible possible. The density of the forest on the
both sides of the road also increased. The serpentine road, cut through the sides
of the mountain slopes, took us slowly and steadily to our destination. On reaching
Mahabaleshwar, the first thing we did was to visit the famous temple of Lord
Shiva. I prayed to the Almighty : 'Whatever I desire and obtain is only for your
favour. My Lord, let my wishes be fulfilled today."

Then started the sight-seeing. We claimed the peak-points from where
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one can enjoy the magnificent views of Mahabaleshwar and its neighbouring
areas. While standing on the 'echo-point' one can simply witness the mystical
natural atmosphere all around.

In Mahabaleshwar, nature possesses an embellishment in form of a beautiful
green lack on the bank of which we had our delicious lunch. The landscape
around lake provides a solid impetus for the beauty and tranquility of nature. In
the clean and green lack water there is provision made for water sports with
small paddle boats. We had a fair sport under the board and mighty blue sky
made to smile by the sparkling sunshine. With rows and rows of green trees on
both sides of the lake and melodious caroling of birds - the scenic beauty is
beyond description.

The jubilant and zealous morning sun suddenly became aged, timid and
whimsical to take shelter in its west abode beyond the horizon. The crazy and
romantic heart in me pleaded repeatedly for a delay. But, I consoled it with the
lines composed by Robert Frost :

"But miles to go before I sleep
And miles to go before I sleep."

I questioned myself': 'In only five hours of sunshine and laughter, low much
could Tknow you, Mahanaleshwar ?' 'You are very attractive. I will live with the
hope of returning to you again to quench my thirst by dozing in your green and
loving lap. I cannot forget your serene, silent and soft smiling face with unparalleled
beauty :

The Mahabaleshwar trip was all over. But the cluster ofits sweet memories
are still roaming in my mind. It seems that nature has left no stone unturned to
embellish Mahabaleshwar as the ‘Belle of Mountains.' The natural beauty of
Mahabaleswar is undoubtedly mesmerizing for which people call it "The Kashmir
of Maharashtra.' By whatever name this beautiful tract of land may be known as,
it is older than anyone ofus today. Its age and maturity over the vagaries of time
have lent it a mystic charm. Choice s yours to strive for this experience.(J
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How Green Is My Valley

: Khanindra Kr. Nath

af Lecturer, Deptt. of Economics
\BA 7, G. L. C. College

"What is the use of abeautiful house if you don't have a decent planet to
put it on?" Henry D. Thoreay rightly said this MELTING ICE" is a het topic
throughout the globe in recent years. Statesmen, scientist, economists, social
workers are engrossed in this topicirrespective of different views and ideologies
so that the ice does not melt. What is the philosophy behind this type of Global
concern? The answer is very simple. Atmosphere has no political boundaries.
Global warming, depletion of Ozone layers, loss of global biodiversity etc. are
going to affect the mankind as a whole and for that we have to think globally.

Actually, the United Nations Conference of Environment and Development
held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and popularly known as 'Earth Summit'is turning
point. It attracted the attention of the general public towards the deteriorating
environment,

Being a micro unit of the globe what can we do. Will we reamin silent
spectator like Niro of Troy? Will we continue Talibani activities on our holy
Basundhara? Obviously not. We have to think globally and act locally. We must
remember that "Nature has enough to sati sty our needs, but not to satisfy our
greeds." Environmenta] problem is a complex problem. It is not only a problem
of science or otherelse. It is a complex outcome arising out of economic, social,

political, ethical reasons. Long ago, our Vedas and Upanishads said about the
hﬂportance of Green valley, importance of protecting environment. India's rich
culture, traditions and values contains within it the ‘panacea’ of the present
environmental problems. Our ‘Bisnoy' community and some such other

communities are glaring examples of this.

For our very existence we can at least follow the following code of conduct
() Turnoff lights, fans and other appliances when not in use.
()  Check for water leaks in pipes and toilets and repair them promptly.
() Obtain as much heat as possible from natural source. ,
(iv)  Grow, deciduous trees and climbers at proper places outside your house.
(%) Recycle and reuse glass, metals and papers.
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(v)  Try riding bicycle or just walk down small distances instead of using your
car or scooter.

(vii) While constructing your houses, don't uproot the trees as far as possible.

(vi) Grow different types of ornamental plants, herbs and trees in your graden.

(x) Don't waste food.

(x)  Reduce the use of pesticides.

(x)) Reduce, reuse, recycle, refuse the use of plastics as far as possible.

(xii) - Fertilise your crop primarily with organic fertilizers.

(xii) Eat and consume local seasonal vegetables. This saves lot of energy on
transport, storage and preservations.

(xiv) Don't keep water taps running while brushing, shaving, washing or bathing,

(xv) Water the plants and flower in the evening. Never water the plants in mid-
day.

(xvi) Install a small system to capture rain water.

(xvii) Use solar cooker for cooking your food on sunny day. It will cut down
your LPG expenses.

(xviii) Use mixed cropping.

(xx) Control pest by biological control methods.

(xx) Grow grass in the open areas which will bind the soil and prevent its
erosion.

(xx) Don't make unnecessary chaos.

(xxii) Control the volume of your Television, Radio and other entertainment
appliances.

(xxiii) Organise seminar, meetings etc. for awakening people about environmental
degradation.

(xxiv) Protect wildlife, animals, birds.

(xxv) Make compost from your kitchen waste and use it for your kitchen garden
or flower pots.
How long will you survive depends on how green is your valley. We like or

not, this is the ultimate fact.
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Sankardeva, a beam in the darkness

Kalyan Ch. Talukdar
: Lecturere, Deptt. of English
; shls FTAY G.L.C. College

, Exactly, it wasa beamgl the chaos, gloomy atmosphere in old Kamrup or
Asom during the medieval era i.e. the 15th century when he was born. As he
emerged, "it was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the epoch of
belief, it was the epoch of cred{llity, it was a season of light, it was a season of
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had nothing
before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct to the
other way" - Charles Dickens, here is not concerned with the advent of mystic
Sankardeva but his origin in the air of Asom was very much significant and similar
as the remarks of Dickens.

Here before Sankaradeva, perhaps there was no such aureole personality
-who had shaped concretely the Assamese nations, its language, social life style
and significantly the Assamese literature. So far as his outlook is concerned,
especially in the philosophy of life and in various genres of Assamese literature,
he may rightly be called, "the first modernist of Asom." He had a unique and
peetless innovative power of mind which was proved from his very first poem
that was written just after learning the alphabets i.e.
"Kara tala Kamala
Kamala dala Nayana
Possibly, in his innovative mind, there is found an indirect global influence
when it was the stage of maturity of the western literature, especially English. It
was the revival of learning and knowledge of antiquity. It was the Renaissance
which was an intellectual rebirth which showed itselfin the effort of the individual
to free himself form the rigid institutions of the middle ages, feudalism and church
and to assert his right to live, to think and to express himself in accordance with
a more flexible secular code. :
Perhaps, Sankardeva was found injected by the reformative zeal of
renaissance and the air of the revival of learning also blew over Asom. In the
social, religious and literary field of Asom, he brought about a renaissance. His
reformative mind and compelling power reformed the dogmatism of the people
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and directed them to the right path. He made free the men form the religious
superstition, he taught people, how to live, how to think and to express. But it
was not possible to make them understand the utterly ignorant people. Hence,
he tried to set them in the right direction through the ideals of 'Ek Sarana Nam
Dharma" and finally he got enormous success in uniting the Assamese nation into
one,

The people on the other hand notwithstanding persecution from the old
orthodoxy, flocked to Sankardeva's side to listen o the message of love and met
there as equal sons of God. Thus he effected a great change and cleansing of
hearts. He also taught people personal cleanliness and correct social behaviour.
Ever since the day of receiving ordination of life of a 'Bhakta' becomes a life of
dedication. Alongwith the initiation, he taught the ways of clean life, inward and
outward in minute details to which he adhere in greatest possible care.

Thus, Sankardeva became a legend, a mystic in the mind of the so called
Assamese Nation. He was not simply a social reformer but also a modifier of the
thoughts of the Assamese people. When the whole Assamese nation was
shrouded in the darkness before his emergence, when they were quite ignorant
about the right ways of life, "He" was like a 'beam' of wisdom, knowledge,
reformation and pathfinder. He remains a 'concept' in the intellectual minds which
is not much at least established not only the concrete foundation but also a
complete house of identity of the Assamese on the doorsteps of the world. O
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A Study on Family Among the Tiwas of
Markangkuchi (Jagiroad area) Morigaon, Assam

Sonmani Das
Lecturer, Deptt. of Anthropology
G.L. C.College

Jagiroad town lies in the district of Morigaon. It is mainly an administrative
town and also the main business centre of the N E. India. It is approximately
60kms from Guwahati. The whole J. agiroad area is covered by paddy fields and ,
villages. There are around twenty villages covering Jagiroad. The population of
Jagiroad is composed of heterogeneous communities. Both tribal and non-tribal
communities live in the area.

Among the villages of Jagiroad area one village is Markangkuchi gaon. It
is one of the hamlet of the village Nakhowla. The village is situated in the western
part of the main town Jagiroad. The village Markangkuchi is inhabited by the
- Tiwa, Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Nepali communities.

The lalungs prefer to call themselves as Tiwa. According to the lalungs Ti'
means water and 'Wa' means superior. Amomg the lalungs the familyisclosely -
knit unit which is the basis for well co-ordinated social system. "The family is a
social group characterized by common residence, economic co-operation and
re-production. It includes adults of both sexes at least two of whom maintain
socially approved sexual relationship and one or more children own or adopted,
of the socially co-habiting adults" (Murdock, 1965).

They have both nuclear and joint family system. Usually, a family consists has
of a man his wife and unmarried children. Father is the head of the family and all
the members obey him. Due to their long association with the Jayantias, the
lalungs adopted some of the socio-cultural traits of the jayantias. The Kinship
terminology prevalent among them may be termed as descriptive. But the use of
certain classificatory Kinship terminology cannot be overlooked. Thus, “Magara
Ayung" is used to address the father's elder sisters as well as mother’s elder
sisters's husband. Some of the Kinship terminologies prevalent among the lalungs
are show to next page :
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English Lalung
L= Wather . il Pang
ANOEY e Ayung
3. Father's mother Buri
4.  Father's Father Aja
SN ..l Cha
6.  Daughter Choja
7. Father's elder sister- : Magara - Ayung

It was reported by the elderly lalungs that the lalungs society had followed
a matrilineal system of inheritance in the past decades which however is not
practiced now-a-days. Instead they practice a loosely knit matrilineal system of
inheritance. The lalungs of the hilly region still follow the matrilineal system of
inheritance. Among the union between a man and a woman. Clan exogamy is the
general ruleand monogamy is the socially and legally recogonised type of marriage.
Polysamyis avoided. Cousin marriage are not in vogue in lalung society. Widow
remarriage is in vogue and cases of divorce is very rare.

Table : 1: Village Communities of Markangkuchi

f Community No. of % (Percentage) ||
Households
Assamese 49 299
Bengali L) 10.2
Bodo 10 6.1
Nepali 4 2.5
Tiwa 84 T2
L Total 164 99.9 U

From the above table it is seen that the village Markangkuchi consists of
five communities out of which 84 households belong to the Tiwa community and
the percentage is 57.2%. There are 49 Assamese households and 17 Bengali
households and the percentage is 29.9% and 10.2% respectively. There are 10
Bodo households (6. 1%) and 4 Nepali households (2.5%)
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Table : 2 : Population pattern among the Tiwa of

Markangkuchi village.
Commu-{ No. of No. of Persons Total W
nity | Household Male % Female %
Tiwa 84 217 495 221 50.5 438
(lalung)

From the above table it is seen that there are 84 Tiwa households in the
village Markangkuchi. Total number of maleis 217 (49. 5%) and female is 221
(50.5%). The number of female is slightly higher than male.

Table 3 : Distribution of Household among the Tiwas of
Markangkuchi village by composition.

( ‘Composition Number of %(Percentage) \
Households

Nuclear Family : 52 619

Joint Family 4 31 36.9

Extended Family || o e =

Total \ e 84 100

From the above table it is seen that the total number of nuclear family is 52
(61.9%) and 31 (36.9%) families are joint families and only 1 (1 .2%) extended
family is found in the village. - =4

Among the Tiwas of the village Markangkuchi the nuclear type of family is
found in large number. The sons after marriage like to live separately. This is
mainly due to lack of accomodation in their parental household. Because of scarcity
of land the sons after marriage get difficult to stay together with their parents. But
though they live separately from their parents they co-operate with their parents.
Besides nuclear family there are also joint family in the village. The Tiwas of the
village do Bodo, Sali, and Ahu cultivations and therefore they like to livein a
large family. So, that each family member can help one another. Another reason
of forming joint family is production and consumption. All the brothers work
together in the field and they can produce more food. ‘

The family is headed by the oldest male member of the family. He is the
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supreme authority. He possesses absolute power over his family. He has the
great role and responsibility upon the family. He takes all the decisions to maintain
the family. Everyone of the family respects and obey him,

‘Among them the family acts as an educational unit. The children gets their
formal education in the family. Regarding the production and consumption the
family is the smallest units in the village. In respect of economic activities of the
family the position of the head man of the family is unique. All economic activities
of the family are directed by the head of the family and he supposed to lead the
family to economic prosperity.

In the village there have some of the economic functions of the family
which is prevailing within the different households. The village is mostly dominated
by nuclear families. Allthe members of family are very much co-operative for
the uplifiment of the entire family. The male personis particularly the head of the
family and do all outdoor movement. The women folk on the other hand take
care of the domestic work. i :

- Of all human group, the family is the most primary group. Family
organization of any society is a vast subject for comprehensive study. It covers
all the aspects of a family or a social group of people, such as characteristics,
types, size, composition, functions and division of labour among the economic,
cultural, religious, social and emotional aspects of life. ()
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Participation of Indian Women in Indian Politics

Nripen Das
Lecturer, Deptt. of Political Science
G.L.C.College

The success of a political system, especially democratic country largely
depends upon the effective political participation ofits citizens of its citizens in the
political system as well as decision making process direct and indirect participation
of the citizens is not only important but also essential for the success of a
participatory democracy. In this connection, Indian democratic system furnish a
dismal picture of political participation of Indian men in general and women in
particular. The involvement of women in Indian political system is not as intense
and wild that of the men. :

Conventionally, participation means voting, supporting pressure groups,
active membership of a political party, holding party offices, contesting election,
raising party funds and so on. Thus in a limited sense, political participationincludes
those activities designed to influence decision making of any political system. But
there is also a broad meaning of political participation. According to Kalpana
Roy, political participation include -

A) Theactivities designed to influence the decisions of government through
pressure or persuation.

B) Electorate activities suchas voting, campaigning, lobbing.

C) Protest, strikes, demonstration, resort to violence . (Women in Indian

Politics, P - 70)

The aim of political participation is not to create more and more women
members in parliament or states legislature, but to touch the structure. It goalisto
create massive mobilization and involvement of women within political structure.
Indian women got franchise in 1936. But it was only in 1950, with the inauguration
of Indian constitution Indian women got equal rights with men in the form of
"Fundamental Rights" and "Directive Principles”. Inspite of this constitutional
provisions, though government has been passing various bills for the protection
of women rights, but Indian women have not been able to get adequate and
proportionate political participation. This will be evident from the following -
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WOMEN MEMBER IN LOKSABHA

Total Members | Number of women Percentage
of seats membership %
First Loksabha 499 22 44%
Second Loksabha 500 o 5.4%
Thrid Loksabha 503 34 67%
Fourth Loksabha 521 31 5.9%
Fifth Loksabha 523 22 4.2%
—_— — )

The reasons of this lack of effective political participation may be sought in
the social environment which restrict women to come out of their private sphere
and participate in public life. The ineglaterian and the patriarchal Indian social
structure provided scope for male domination over the female. This domination
or subordination destroy self respect, self confidence and sets limits on women's
aspiration. The basic unit of Indian society i.. the family, control women's sexuality,
labour, production-reproduction and even their political and social mobilization.
During Indian freedom struggle a good number of women participated in freedom
movement, therefore paved the way of women's participation in public sectors.
They played a legendary role in freedom movement. But, according to some
critics, inspite of their legendary participation during freedom struggle, Indian
women themselves failed realized revolutionaries representatives of Indian
womenhood. Their directions came form the congress leaders. Geraldine Forbes
opines inthis connection very rightly - "Male guardianship prevailed, even though
Indian freedom movement was not characterized by Patriarchial Nationalism'.
(Women in Modern India - p . 155)

There has been an ongoing serious debate regarding the 33% reservation
of seats forwomen. To broaden the base of political participation and to strengthen
the faith in political process, reservation is necessary. But at the same time,
practically it is not the enough measure for effective women's participation.
Because reservation can't solve the gender inequality and without elimination of
gender inequality political participation is not again possible. It is due to gender
inequality, the men-folk and the political parties are very reluctant to give up
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authority, power and status for women. However, the de-centralisation of power
by panchayat Raj (73rd constitutional amendment) created a milestone for
women's political participation. The 73rd amendment has "Provide scope for
coming of women to the leadership and decision making position and it has made
such a role mandatory and universal in the whole India" (Panchayati Raj in Active
by Susheela Kaushik) '

Awareness raising programmes, income generative schemes, education,
meaningful use of power etc. means are important for women participation. These
measures should create enough space for women about their equal rights with
men in all field - social, political, economic as well as domestic sphere - "Let
women share the rights and will emulate the virus of men". a _
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Employment Opportunities in an Economy

Biki Saha -
TDC Il Year (Ecomo ics)

G.L. C. College

There are so many problems in an economy. In present day the major -

problems of an economy is growing unemployment. It is not that the problem of
unemployment exist only in underdeveloped economy but in developed economy
the problem of unemployment also exist. But the nature of unemployment is
different in different economy,
Meaning of unemployment :

"Unemployment is defined as a state of affairs when in a country there are
a number of able bodied person of working age who are willing to work but

cannot find work at current wage level." The unemployment in a society may be
voluntary or may be involuntary. There are scope in the society who are not able

to work ornot willing to work are voluntarily unemployed. But there are some
other people in the society who are able and willing to work but the economy
does not provide them jobs are involuntary unemployed. The involuntary
unemployed people are only taken as unemployed people in the society. The
voluntary unemployed people are not taken into the account of unemployment.
Unemployment in developed and underdeveloped countries : :
The problem of unemployment in developed countries is different from the
problem of unemployment in underdeveloped countries. There is always minimum
amount of unemployment that prevails in the economy among the workers who
are working for a particular jobs and searching for new better jobs or looking for
employment for first time. They are not able to get jobs because of frictions such
as lack of market information about availability of jobs and lack of perfect mobility
on the part of workers. They remain unemployed for relative short period of time
before they are able to get new jobs, When presently frictionally unemployed
persons get jobs the new frictionally unemployed persons come into existence
and thus there s always some frictional unemployment prevailing in the economy.
Unemployment also exist in a growing economy because of structural
change. Ina growing economy if the demand for one kind of labour is expanding
then the demand for another kind of labour declining. For example, with the
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computerization of banks, offices occurred in India recently some workers were
rendered unemplojred. But computerization creates new job opportunities. One
being given training in computer operation some of them again got jobs. But for
sometime they remain unemployed. Again due to decline in demand for some
industrial goods in the market the unemployment arises in that industries. On the
other hand with the rise in demand for some products in the market the new jobs
are created and the unemployed people are able to get jobs but before getting
jobs they remain unemployed.

The problem of unemployment also arises in developed and
underdeveloped nations. In an industrialized economy the problem of cyclical
unemployment arises. In advanced nations the consumptions of the people does
not arise in the same proportion in which their income increases. So, they save a
vast amount of their income. The low consumption reduces the demand for
consumer goods and it reduces the income of the people engaged in the consumer
goods industries. With the fall in demand and income, the inducement to invest
falls and it reduces production than before. The lower the production the lower
will be the employment opportunity in the economy. Moreover in developed
countries the labour are paid lower wages than their productivity. It reduces the
labours purchasing power. Because the labours in one hand, are factors of
production and an the other hand they are the consumer. So, finally it reduces the
demand for the products. Because of the fall in demand in the market production
falls and it leads to the unemployment in the society. :

The problem of unemployment in developed countries can be solved by
taking appropriate monetary and fiscal policies. The government can raise tax
rate, it until increase the revenue of the government and that can be invested in
the economy to raise employment. Moreover, the rate of interest can also be
lowered by raising money supply in the economy. More investment means more
production and more employment. At alower rate of interest people can take
loan easily and can invest for productive purpose. But if the money taken from
the banks are used for unproductive purpose like buying gold and other materials
it will raise the price level in the economy.

The problem of unemployment in underdeveloped countries is just different
form the developed countries. In underdeveloped countries the productivity of
the factors like capital and labour is very low. They cannot produce superior
product and hence their income levelis also low. Ata lower level of income their
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living standard is also low. They spend major part of their income on consumption
and it reduces their saving and also reduces their power to formulate capital in
the economy. Moreover, most of the underdeveloped countries are based on
agriculture which s again uncertain because of the lower increase in the agricultural
sector the demand for industrial product does not increase. Again due to the
lower level of increase in industrial sector the demand for food crops and
commercial crops is also low in the economy. The low level of productivity in
agricultural as well as industrial sector is the prime cause of small size of the
market. Thus if some investors want to invest they do not invest because the
extent of the market is very small. The low level of productivity and lack of
demand could the main cause of'the lack of industrialization in underdeveloped
countries.

The problem of unemployment in underdeveloped countries cannot be
solved only by raising money supply in the economy but by raising the productivity
of the people of the country. The government of the country have to play an
important role to solve the problem of unemployment. The government must
take step for development of agricultural sector and industrial sector. The modern
scientific method should be used in agricultural as well as industrial sector. The
adequate financial facility have to be provided to the farmers as well as the people
who want to establish small scale and cottage industries.

The people of the country should reduce their expenditure on luxurious
goods that do not provide any kind of income and employment. People should
save money and take loan form the banks to invest them either in agriculture or in
industrial sector. In agricultural sector people can invest their money in horticulture,
floriculture (flower production), fishing, mining, poultry etc. which will provide
income and self employment opportunity. Moreover people also can invest in the
establishment of small scale and cottage industries like basket making, bag making,
soap making, doll making, cloth making, food processing and the agro based
industries like sugar, tea, gur, biscuit industries. The employment opportunities in
these sector has also been increasing day by day. The investment in any discipline
requires effective administration for success. Therefore the people should have
proper knowledge and management capacity and then only they can earn income
and self employment in the economy. For raising productivity the government
should expand vocational education in the country. Education makes people skilled
and able to work effectively. Expenditure on education is also akind of investment.
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Because it will increase income of the people and of the country. The government
alone cannot solve the huge unemployment problem in the country. The people in
the country can create employment opportunity theough SHGs. The loans and
facilities offered should be used for productive purposes. Those policies should
be undertaken by the public sectors which will create greater employment
opportunities or job oriented projects should be undertaken. And the only way
to guarantee employment is the all round development of a Nation. Balanced
growth is the need of the hour. O
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~ Village Economies Affectedby Flood
in the District of Barpeta

Md. Harmuz Ali
TDC Part - Il (Economics)
~ G.L.C.College

Every year flood occupies the front page of almost all the newspapers of
Assam. With the advent of the monsoon, it rains cats and dogs in this region of
the country. As a result, the mighty Brahmaputra and its tributaries seem to be
the mine of danger thereby creating a havoc in the countryside.

Barpeta is always a flood-prone district in Assam. In the month of July,
2004 heavy showers of rain fell for days together. As a result, water came
downward at a killing speed and overflooded the rivers like Beki and Polla. For
this, a terrible flood swept over the low-lying areas of the district of Barpeta.
Water stood high like a colossal figure in the district for many days. The breaking
of the dyke at Mathanguri acted a fuel in doing great ravages to the village economy.
Similar kind of damage was witnessed in the flood of 2007.

The ravages caused by the flood can hardly be described. Thousand of
houses, pet animals and other properties were carried away by the terrible rushing
water, villages like Kalpani, Nimua, Ananda Bazar, Barbala, Balabhita, Hassanpur,
Baghbar etc. were badly affected. In some places output of the whole village
was entirely swept away. People became homeless and took shelter on platforms
and highways. Crisis of drinking water and food items because the burning question.
Water-borne diseases like dysentery, cholera, malaria etc. broke out among the
victims in the flood-affected areas. Many people died of incurable diseases. Some
people lost their sense for losing their essential things. Animals were also affected.
As the paddy fields and the field of grass were undermined by water, a large
number of animals died without food.

Assam is mainly an agricultural state. The district of Barpeta is not an
exception to this where more than eighty percent of the total population depend
upon agriculture, paddy is the main crop of the district. But it is unfortunate for
the poor farmers that all the paddy fields are generally captured with water thereby
preventing them form harvesting, Since paddy constitutes the bread and butter of
the village economy, its destruction in the flood provides a lifeless atmosphere.

In the time of flood everyone was moved by the pathetic condition of the
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Many boats were released for the people to travel here and there to collect
useful things. Loans were granted to the ruined Peasant for buying cattle and
seed. Arrangements were made for the free distribution of severa] relief materials
such asrice, clothes, medicine etc.

Though the government has taken steps to help the flood victims, it is not
enough. A great deal of work has to be done to control the flood. A permanent

solution is the need of the hour before it becomes a threat to people and their
way of living O
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