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Guest Column

JAYANTA MAHAPATRA AND THE POETRY OF SILENCE

Jayanta Mahapatra has reserved a secured
place in Indian English poetry and his poetry has
been variously viewed from the standpoints of
mythic consciousness, Indian sensibility, socio-
political reality, intricate human relationship,
isolation and alienation culminating in the
existential dilemma of the modern man and
aesthetic structure firmly built upon Orissan
ethos. But, an indepth analysis of and a psycho-
bhilésophical penetration into his poetic world
reveals that he is essentially a meditative poet- a
poet for whom poetry is an eloguent expression
of the eternal silence of the unknown. For this
silent teacher of physics in Ravenshaw College,
Cuttack, where the present writer had the rare
opportunity of observing him from close quarters
for three years, poetry is enriched by the aesthetics
of silence and therefore does not necessitate any
flamboyant propaganda. In Mahapatra's scheme
of things, a poem is, like that of a New Critic, a
well-knit structure in which the threads are knit
together by an inconceivable silence which is, like
Keat's 'unheard music' and Coleridge's 'airy
nothing’, an intangible substance that produces
paradoxically a concrete creation with a 'local
habitation', name and sweeter sound. A poet of
originality and imagination (pratibha) as he is, his
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primary objective is not only to delight the reader
(sahridaya), but to evoke his remarkable depth of
feeling by the uncanny influence of his ironic and
often suggestive symbols and haunting visual and
auditory images that constitute the essence of the
aesthetics of Mahapatra.

The journey of silence in Mahapatra's poetry
ranges right from his very frist volume 'Close the
Sky, Ten by Ten' (1971) in which he emerges as a
poet with remarkable capacity to mould the
language like cléy finally allowing form, language,
image and sound to prevail over emotion. He
subscribes to the ancient Indian theory that
"Words' (sabda) are divine (Brahma) and that they
at once manifest the Eternal and help build the
poem from the realm of silence to which the poem
must eventually return. Here, one recalls Robert
Frost's 'boetry of silence' in which individual
silence, silence of the inner self and environmental
silence all finally merge into cosmic silence in
order to lend a monistic unity to the concept of
Eternity that dissolves all dualities and that
dissipates all mut tiplicities for forming an ‘organic
whole'. The pristine glory of silence is compared
by Mahapatra to the mysterious burst-out of
childlike simplicity. He observes:

"May be it does, as it waits to burst out of
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one with a childlike pang on its way to becoming
the language of a poem. For, this silence is a sound
| will remember always, as it seems to move
through my days and | feel it like an armour to
protect myself from the outside world."

To be precise, Mahapatra experiences the
call of silence from 'within' and it opens out a
thousand memories, a thousand longings in order
to be vivified and given life, breath and soul within
the texture and structure of a poem. In course of
his quest for the unknown, the poet allows to
situate himself through the dichotomy between the
understandable and the mysterious, between life
and death, between noise and calm, and carries
the reader forward from the flow of the temporal
to the abode of the Timeless. In that sense, his
poetry is a veritable mystery. - lovely, dark and
deep as well. And he expresses this mystery and
eloquent silence with the help of a cluster of myth,
allusions, symbols and metaphors.

Mahapatra has been wisely acclaimed as a
‘regional poet' in much the same way Thomas
Hardy and'GOpinath Mohanty are called regional
novelists, and Wordsworth and Forst are called
regional poets of Lake District and New Hampshire
respectively. His pastoral imagination hovers over
the sights and-sounds, temples and religious
beliefs, common people and rural landscape of
Orissa. But his regionalism, like Forst's,
transcends the 'narrow domestic walls' and
becomes an archetype of the universal human
predicament. Quite a good many of his poems
accommodated in his second volume under the
title 'A Rain of Rites' (1974), allow silence to rule
‘supreme, and the poem 'slience' succinctly says

a lot about the unheard melody through visual
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imagery :
'l have read the silence
that dances across the land at dawn
| have watched it grow
From a small lonely window,
It hurts
The hundred thousand eyes
When | try to get over it "
It creeps into bed like a furtive child."

Mahaptra's aesthetic stance allows
him as well as the readers to realish (read’) the
beauty of silence that grows from a tiny graspable
world of limitation ('a small lonely window') to the
limitless periphery of 'Eternity’, and an elaborate
paraphernalia of aesthetic activity is hinted at here
through 'reading’, 'dancing’, 'watching’; ‘growing’,
‘hurting' and finally 'creeping into bed like a furtive
child'. Like silence the poetry of Mahapatra entails
an irresistible and ever increasing (pratikshana-
vardhamana) process of growth from the temporal
to the Timeless. And in this respect, he comes
closer to Robert Frost, whose mysterious sound
of the 'long scythe' in the poem 'Mowing' creates
a drama of whispering that defies any single
interpretation.

"There was never a sound besides the wood
but one,

And that was my long scythe whispering to
the grounds"

Like Frost's description of the
mysterious woods as 'lovely, dark and deep’,
Mahapatra's hideous mystery of silence is as
mush fathomless and 'secretive as the creeping

" of a furtive child. Conceived in the womb of
- silence, Mahapatra's poetry gradually withdraws

from the din and bustle of the outer world to the
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inward abode of the Infinite. The palpable power
of silence shapes the soul in his important poems
like 'A Rain of Rites', 'Dawn at Puri'. ‘Dawn’, 'Main
Temple Street', 'Women in Love', 'The Abandoned
British Cemetery at Balasore, and 'Orissa
Landscape’. In 'Dawn’ silence (darkness) is
contrasted with sound and the poet makes use of
montage technigue to make a photographic
arrangement of different pictures in order to form
a consecutive whole. The Dawn is described
through a juxtaposition of the 'acid sound' of a
‘'distant temple bell' with the 'wet silent of night of
a crow' that 'hangs the first sun'. The protagonist
of the poem 'The Ruins' is prompted to meditate
onthe past by the 'softly spoken sound’ of 3 cow,
whereas in "Konarka" the temple site is described
as 'messenger of death', 'black in sleep’ and 'cold
beacon of my silent land' embodying the awe and
despair of Orissa in the past.

Silence'is not only contrasted with the 'noise'
of the present, but also revives the grief of the
past and anticipates the 'uncertainty' of 'future’.
Like Keats who aesthetically envisages pleasure
and pain as two sides of the same coin in "Ode to
a Nightingale", the lover in the poem "Lost"
experiences the paradox of passion in the lap of
lulling silence - ‘

T've wanted to know what lulling silence

can bloom in my hands,

what pain and pleasure your mind can wear

through the intrigues at my finger tips."

Silence has lulled the protagonist here to
relapse into a dreamy mood in which he recalls
the rosy experiences of the past.

'Indian Summer’ and 'Dawn at Puri' are two
important poems in which Mahapatra progresses

from 'sound’ to 'silence’. Here as in the world of
Frost, poetry begins with delight and ends in
wisdom. In the former, the typical Indian summer
begins with mournful blow of the solemn wind,
which is gradually intensified by the loud chanting
of hymns by the temple priests with which 'the
mouth of Indian opens.' But, ‘as the poem
proceeds, crocodiles move into d‘égeper‘w}aters, a
heap of rubbish smoulder in sunlight and give out
somke; a good wife lies abed and quickly spends

~ her time in dreaming and remains unperturbed by

the deep roar of 'funeral pyres' which is a significant
symbol in Mahapatra's poetry indicating the fear
of death, the loss of life and the unknown vista of
a new life. In 'Dawn at Puri, Orissa remains the
foreground of his flourishing art and the temple
environment at Puri by the Bay of Bengal is
presented with brevity, suggestivity and meticulous
care. The poem is redolent of the Orissan scene
and the age-old belief and religious conviction that
constitutes the Jagannatha culture. But behind the
veil of religiousity, the poem present the
hollowness and the predicament of modern man
in a meaningless universe. That the poem is
decidedly realistic rather than romantic becomes
obvious from the very beginning with 'endless
crow noises' that signifies painful but unavoidable
reality. Mahapatra's mythopoeic imagination is at
work to present a pessimistic picture of life
through a series of brilliant visual pictures—
endless noise of the crows, a skull lying on the
holy sands, an empty and hungry country
accommodating helpless 'widowed women' and
a mass of crouched nameless faces. In Indian
mythology, 'crow’ is an inauspicious bird signifying
'death' because it feeds on dead bodies.
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Mahapatra deliberately creates an atmosphere of
death consciousness. The ironic juxtaposition of
'a skull' and the 'holy sands' raises the vital
question that the land of salvation (as Puri is
believed to be the door of salvation- svargadvara)
is a land of hunger and death, and that the Saviour
or the Lord of the whole universe (Jagannatha) is
callous and pitiless to human suffering. The picture
of the 'skull of a half-burnt dead-body on which
the crows release their reign of terror is indicative
of the dance of Death. Here is a paradoxical play
of cosmic silence (death) through the bitter sound
of the crows.

As the poem progresses, the 'noise’ is
silenced. This is evident from ‘empty country’,
mute and 'hungry countrymen', from the pale and
speechless 'widowed women forced by religion
to seek salvation in the Great templve of
Jagannatha. Their 'austere eyes' speak volumes,
in silence, about their extreme sorrow and
suffering after their husbands are dead. It is
doubtful whether Jagannatha- the husband (natha)
of all will fulfill their desires in the middle age, as
they are prevented by Hindu religion to remarry
again. Their helplessness is aptly conveyed
through the expression 'caught in a net hanging

References :

s O D B R R AR R R R R R R R R R R A O S S R S m.mmnwwm_.-mumE

Das, Bijoy Kumar (2001) : The Poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra
Naik, M. K. (1997) : A History of Indian English Literature.

by the dawn's shinning strands of faith'. The irony
is that there is no way out and that they will have
to sustain by their religious faith- the law of the
land. Silence rules supreme and the frail light of
the dawn falls on the runied and wretched shells
of lepers that lean agaisnt on another signifying
the helplessness of the modern man. These
helpless underdogs of our sagiéty has reduced
them to 'a mass of crouched fac'és' without name.
Their faces bear the stamp of timidity,
helplessness and unbearable agony. Finally, the
poet's eyes are caught by the visual glory of a
funeral pyre so near and dear to Mahapatrian
imagination. The 'burning pyre' and the 'fire'
suggest the futility of worldly ambition, glory, pride
and the temporal nature of human existence that
becomes non-existent in silence in the lap of fire
and the poem comes to a calm close with the
poet's mother's last wish to be cremated here-
the land of salvation- where the 'holy sands' of the
beginning is ironically transformed into 'shifting
sands' symbolizing uncertainty, fragile worldly
existence characteristic of the nature of 'light'- a
visual construct, which, like 'fire' and 'ice' indicate
the mysterious world of eternal silence in
Mahapatra's poetic corpus. 00
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BISHNU PRASAD RABHA : A BRIEF LIFE-SKETCH

¢+  Mukut Khan
~Lecturer, Depit. of English

After Sri Sankardev if we search through the cultural
heritage of Assam, the names of two glitteriﬁig stars come to
our mind ; one is Jyoti Prasad Agarwala and the other is Bishnu
Prasad Rabha. In this article, a brief life-sketch of the later
would be reviewed, who was born on 31st January, 1909 in
the military barrack in Dhaka, Bangladesh when it was an
integral part of India. His father Gopal Chandra Rabha was
then in Dhaka serving as a Subedar Major under British
Government. Bishnu Rabha was brought up in the city where
he was admitted in a Military Primary School in Bengali
Medium. He also studied Urdu for a few days. Due to his father's
transfer he came to his parental place Tezpur where he took
admission in Tezpur Govt. High School in fourth standard.
Sudden change of medium caused failure in his first sit, but in
his subsequent examinations he excelled brilliantly.

In 1926 he passed Matric and got first position in the
greater Darrang District and won the 'Queen Express' gold
award. Every step of his student life at Tezpur he excelled by
leaps and bounds. He took admission in |. Sc. at St. Paul
College, Calcutta (presently 'Kolkata'). Within this period he
not only gained popularity by his good results, but he paid
attention in music, arts, play and sports as well. He passed |
Sc. in first division and wanted to take admission in the same
college in B. Sc. with Physics as honours. Since St Faul

College had no honours in physics, so he was admiisc =
Ripan College in 1928 and became the General Secretary o
the college for his excellent results. At that junciure Caousa
city was engulfed with the national movement agams &=
British. Bishnu Rabha also actively participated i e agi=sar
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protesting the contagious atmosphere created by
the Authority who suddenly raided the hostel to
which he belonged. Thus the frequent raids in the
hostel compelled him to leave the college.

From Calcutta he came to Coochbehar and
took admission in Victoria College in Arts stream.
Although the then Coochbehar state was ruled by
a native king but the remote control was at the
hand of English Resident Officer. Along with whole
the of India, in Coochbehar also the general people
had to tolerate the inhuman atrocities of the British.
There, Bishnu Rabha and a few of his friends were
reluctant to bow down their heads in front of the
Authority, and Bishnu Rabha particularly revolted
the British imperialism by writing on the walls of
the 'Raj-Bari'. Terming 'lmperialism' and
‘Capitalism’ as the white and black goats he
appealed the nationalists to sacrifice both of them
if they wished to shine the future of India. But the
British Authority never neglected to punish those
who dared to protest them, and Bishnu Rabha was
no exception. They put a 24 hours deadline to him
to leave the state. As he was hiding they could not
apprehend him. Then after he reached East-
Bengal and g(it admitted into Karmile college
where at the third storied he noticed the British
National Flag which he along with a few friends
got down and burnt it, and an Indian tri-colour was
hoisted instead. The Authority became angry with
the incident and issued arrest warrants against
those involved, and consequently Bishnu Rabha
had to leave the college again. Thus his academic
life ended in 1931 without completing his
graduation.

In 1917, Bishnu Rabha had lost his father
Gopal Chandra Rabha and in 1926 his mother

Gethi Bala Rabha breathed her last. Still he was
not broken mentally and went to the city of Calcutta.
Nandalal Rabha, elder brother of Bishnu Rabha
was serving then as a police officer in Dhaka and
he sent for Bishnu to appear in an interview for the
post of DSP, and in the interview he was ranked
top and was appointed as DSP. But before joining
the service he was on the hornsof a diiemma :
whether he should serve under the British
imperialism or should serve to free the Indians
from the clasp of the British. Thus listening to the
bid of the common people he declined the
attractive DSP post in 1932.

The youth of Bishnu Rabha was not only one
of struggle, but also one of music and culture as
well. When he was in Calcutta he met a 16 year
old maiden, viz. Priolata Dutta of Jorhat. They fell
in love at the first sight and consequently got
married in 1236. But six months later Priolata Dutta
died of Typhoid in Calcutta. This bolt from the blue
shattered his just begun conjugal life. After the
deceased of his wife he spent the year at Tezpur.
Next two years he moved every nook and corner
of Assam as a cultural worker. In 1939 he was
invited by the Kashi Hindu University to perform
his art of dance, and there he performed 108
different dances, viewing which the then Vice-
Chancellor of the University Dr. Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan honoured him and conferred the
title 'The Best Artist of India'.

At that juncture, the Second World War had
just started to change the political scenario of the
world. Rabha was becoming rebellious and during
this time he had composed a few revolutionary
songs. Frem 1945 Rabha's mind started to find
the real path of life and he was influenced by
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Marxism-Leninism and the -isms led him to a far-
reaching relation with various workers of the
communists. If we see the success-story of most
of the politicians of Assam, it is transparent to us
that the bourgeois have been overriding the
proletariat in all respects. Since Rabha was active
in politics he could view the picture distinctly. He
joined Revolutionary Communist Party of India
(RCPY) and got the membership in 1945. Moreover,
the British Government had banned RCPI from
1943 to 1946, so he had to hide himself along with
the other comrades.

Anyway under different circumstances India
got independence on August 15, 1947. But in the
eyes of Rabha this indepen&ence was not real.
Being disgusted with the power hand over, i.e.
from imperialism to capitalism, in 26th January,
1950 the general people protesting the
independence hoisted a 'black flag' at Digheli, Tihu
and shouted 'this independence is false’. Rabha
actively participated in the protest and this
opportunity was not at all abused by the then
Congress Government of Assam who awarded
ten thousand rupees to catch Rabha alive or death.
To get rid of any fatal consequence to his life
Rabha went underground in nook and cranny of
his state, especially in the rural areas. During his
underground life at the house of Sri Nabin Chandra
Medhi of Belsor, Nalbari he met the former's
daughter Kanaklata Medhi, an RCPl member and
both of them were attracted to each other. Inspite
of their difference in age both of them got married
in 1951. Thus their conjugal life was passing by
hoodwinking the police, but on 17th July, 1952 both
of them were arrested from Goalpara and were
sent to Dhubri Jail. Six months later. Kanaklata
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was released and spent her remaining days at
her parental house at Belsor. Bishnu Rabha was
released three years later. Rabha's first two sons—
Prithviraj and Hemraj were born in 1957 and 1960
respectively. Then his second wife Kanaklata
Medhi suddenly got ill. Although she was taken to
Dibrugarh for better treatment, all were in \{_ain and
she succumbed to her iliness on January 5; 1962.
During his underground life Bishnu Rabha once
met Mohini Bala Rabha at Kali Kumari Brahma's
house. Between them an intimacy was brought

' up, and therefore, to relieve the loneliness of his

two small children he took her as his third wife.
After their marriage his third son viz, Mandela
Rabha was born.

Bishnu Rabha joined Communist Party of
India (CPI) in 1955 and started to devout his life
for the welfare of the common people. As a party
nominee he fought the election but was defeated
from the Kokrajhar Parliamentary Constituency in
1957. During the Indo-China War in November 19,
1962 the then Congress Government arrested him
as traitor. Rabha was very hefty and his wrist was
too big to be covered by the hand-cuffs. So the
police took him from Tezpur to Guwahati by
tightening his waist with a rope. Still he was not
distracted from his ideology. Seven months later
he was released. Then Rabha was elected as an
independent MLA from the Tezpur Constituency.
As an MLA he used to donate the needy from his
monthly salary. Still he was not satisfied. To relieve
the exploited tribes and for the unity in tribal belt
he filled nomination for the second time from the
Kokrajhar Parliamentary Constituency in 1968, but
this time also he was defeated.

In the same year, he fell an unfortunate to
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cancer and was sent to the Tata Memorial Cancer
Institute, Bombay on December 28. Two months'
uninterrupted treatment assuaged his pain a little
and he was advised to take rest in the hospital.
But the urge of the motherland Assam forced him
to come over directly to Tezpur. In the meantime
he went once to Bombay for his check-up. But
with the pass of time gradually his physical
condition was deteriorating. On 19th June, 1969
Bishnu Rabha became speechless and in the
long run this versatile genius breathed his last at
0225 hrs. on 20th June, 1969. Thus the shining
star of Assam was sunk with the mixed reactions
among the Assamese.

Frankly speaking, it is noteworthy that the
people of Assam are by and large repressive to
honour those who excelled in a particular field.
Forinstance, we can initiate a few like- Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika who got his name and fame from outside
Assam first, after then we have started admiring
him ; Dr. Dhaniram Barua, a renowned heart-
surgeon who for the first time in the world
transplanted a pig-heart to a human body and kept
that fellow Mr. Purna Saikia alive for four days,
but the AGP Government arrested him instead ;
Dr. Arupa Patangia Kalita, lecturer of Tahgla
College, won the Katha-Award in all India level

short=story writing competition, but the Assam
Sahitya Sabha was reluctant to recognize her
literary genius, albeit later the Sabha conferred her
best women writer award, but she denounced it
as it was based on gender discrimination ; and
the like. So, we shouid not be ashamed to excuse
us by maintaining the age-old adjective that the
Assamese are 'lazy' in this respect too.

But the case of Bishnu Rabha is a little bit
different from the other Assamese elites. He is
mostly misunderstood and misrepresented by
both the print and electronic media and even by
some so-called organizations. But why ? Might it
be his fault that he supported socialism, cried for
the poor, worked for the exploited and sang for the
harmony among the people ? It is already
mentioned that Assamese worship genius after
the death of its creator. We should not project him
as a 'Kola-guru' only. It is high time to remember
that his actual ideology of life was to fight for the
proletariat. Declining two thousand bigas parental
property, which he had distributed among the poor
'kishans', he jumped against the feudalism and
made a propaganda against the system. So let

‘us now profess his revolutionary spirit among the

young, not only as a 'Kola-guru’ but as a messiah
of the poor. U0

"Let us go, then, you and I

against the sky

When the evening is spread out

Like a patient etherised upon a table" .

— J. Alfred Prufrock.
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AN OUTLINE OF FORMAL EDUCATION IN MEDIEVAL ASSAM

¢ Miran Hussain Choudhury i
Head, Deptt. of History '

The second quarter of the 19th century ﬁﬁarkéd"ihe
political and educational change in Assam. Assam became
the part and parcel of Indian dominion at the very beginning
of this quarter. During this quarter the western system of
education was also introduced in Assam along with other
parts of India after the conclusion of the controversy between
the Anglicist and the Orientalist. Since then formal education
has been imparted in schools, colleges, universities and

other educational institutions.

Formal education was also imparted in Assam during
the medieval times. The main institutions for imparting formal
educations were—the tols, pathsalas and Gurukuls for Hindu
students and Maktabs and Madrassas for the Muslim
students. It was not wide spread and mainly confined to the
upper class of the society.

Gurukul is the most mentionworthy and it was this

system where the pupils had to reside in the house in the
Mcompound of teachers' residences. The teacher usually

accommodated the students from distant places. The
students from neighbouring areas generally attended their
classes from their own residence. The students residing
with the teacher usually helped the Guru family in domestic
works. No tution fee was charged. Students residing within
the residential compound of the teacher were maintained
by the teacher if they happened to come from distant places.

- 59
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Formal education was also
imparted in Assam during the
medieval times. The main
institutions for imparting
Jormal educations were— the
tols, pathsalas and Gurukuls
Jor Hindu students and
Maktabs and Madrassas for '
the Muslim students. It was not
wide spread and mainly
confined fo the upper class of

‘the society.

The students from neighbouring areas brought food staff
from their own residence. In this system, the students
lived a 'shuddha’ (pure) and simple life and they had to
perform religious rites regularly.

It was the duty of the students to serve the teacher
at his bath, to massage his body and to do work that is
pleasing and beneficial to him. Goiné'round for alms,
performing devotional works in the morning and evening
and pouring fuel to the sacred fire were the daily works of
the students. The pupil was required to observe

~ prescribed rules about dress, food and drink. Their

behaviour should be respectful towards seniors. The
students lived a disciplined, simple and obedient life while
staying in Gurukul.

The meritorious students of the upper classes were
sometimes entrusted with the task of teaching in the fower
standard. Such students were called 'Oja-Chatra'. Sri Sri
Sankardeva was such an 'Oja-Chatra' of Mohendra
Kandali. Students were taught sastras, philosophy,
mathematics efc. ac¢ording to the capacity and
qualification of teacher.

The usual material on which writing was done was
known as 'saschipat' (bark of agaru tree). The barks were
polished and then they could be used for writing. "Tulapat’
was also used for writing and coping manuscript: Ink was
prepared from extracts of silikha fruit, bull's urine and few
other things boiled together. Students on primary stage
were taught to write alphabets on plantain leaves. The
formal education system of medieval Assam was thus a
laborious process from all sides. Notwithstanding, this
age produced a large number of scholars. QO
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Original Affluent Society From a Sociological
Point of View

'We' the human being have reached the 21st
century where the dominant mode of production
or the economic system is capitalism in almost

aii_thé countries. Its main gompetitor Socialism -

has weakened by the breakdown of USSR in the
early 1990s and serious attempts are made to
turn the whole economic system in a capitalist
direction in the People's Republic of China also
so that production is made in a more efficient
manner. Human mind quest for the answers how
we have reached today's position, what was the
mode of production in early human societies, were
the affluent? :

From the various studies, field works, it has
been found that the beginning of the today's
civilized society was early man's society of
hunting and gathering who were totally dependent
upon nature. They used to get everything from
nature, which became their religion. Various
thinkers tend to say that those societies were not
affluent, they did not utilize their resources, they
could not meet their wahts, that was a very poor
state and people used to live in a very harsh
condition. This view makes us to think that did
they really live in such a situation, which was not
at all affluent? Obviously technology was not that
advanced like today, but does it really mean that
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+ Dipika Devi Choudhury
Head, Deptt. of Philosophy

the early were unhappy? Marshall Sﬁﬁlins, one of
the famous sociologist denying it says that unlike
the popular belief, the primitive society were more
affluent and happy than the contemporary modern
complex capitalistic society. Taking the help from
his argument we will try to show one can say that
primitive society were originally affluent than the
society of today.

_ At those times, unlike today the -mode of
production demands much less energy for
optimum production compared to present day way
of production. Their material wants were easily
satisfied by nature. Mobility or movement from one
place to another being the feature of their culture,
material wealth became burden for them. Adopting
this lifestyle they went through without having too
much expectation and maintained a simple
philosophy. So, on what basis one can say that
early man had to go through an intense struggle
for survival became they did not have anything like
today? Marshall Sahlins is giving the point that we
think them to be not affluent like us because we
see them from our way and state of production.
But to know about actual thing, we have to give up
our ethnocentrism and should try to look at form
their way of culture.

Whether a society is affluent or not is judged

e
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from the presence of kind of wants and means to satisfy

them. Material wants can be satisfied either by producing
more or by desiring less. People can enjoy a parallel material
plenty by maintaining an equal standard of limitation. The
case is only with the state of mind and how ongoing culture
of that society moulds one's wants, desires and way to
satisfy them which is not only with material wants but can
also be applied to other aspect of society.

Today, in a market based society their exists unlimited
demands, alternative ways and meet them which become
the cause for fluctuating the price-rates. But in primitive
societies there was no concept of market; practices were
such that they did not need to expand their desires. They
were happy with whether they got and affluent in the sense
that resources were plenty laying in the nature and needs
were satisfied. Technologically, the primitive people may not
be so fast like today but this does not give the conclusion
that they lived in a harsh and destitute condition. So, does
not it make us realize that we the 'privileged' and "advance'
people are facing more and actual deprivétion because
wants and the means to satisfy them are not balanced.

An evolutionary idea developed by White IS '_that human

effort as the principle energy source of culture is cpposed -

to domesticated plants and animals of Paleolithic culture.
Human interaction with nature by developed technology,
they try to push the earlier stage behind and below and
present themselves as a 'state of glory'. Europeans greatly
influenced by industrial revolution remarked at the native
Australian Tribe Bushman's life style as 'disgusting' because
these tribe were not accustom and adopted the machine
tools. But European are criticized at the point that without
having the practical knowledge of Bushman tribe's
productive capacity, current circumstances their needs and
desires one can not >point them. Question may be arised on
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alternative ways;’and meet
them which become the
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were such that they did not
need to expand their
desires. They were happy
with whether they got and
affluent in the sense that
resources v_?ere plenty laying
in the nature and needs
were satisfied.
Technologically, the
primitive people may not be
so fast like today but this
does not give the conclusion
that they lived in a harsh

and destitute condition.
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the ground that whether they lived in a plenty or
did not use their resources. Again, following the
various research works we get to know there was
a kind of material plenty and since the time
immemoriaf it is counted in terms of necessity
and luxury. Citing this as an example: Bushman,
the tribal society of hunting and gathering has the
basic necessity of food and water. They happily
survived by using essential utensil without
desiring for more unlike today's craziness.
Working hour was only 4/5 hours which was
enough for the required production and most of
the time they were in a mood of relax. For them
leisure time is 2 luxury. They were not just living

likewise, but in an efficient manner functionally

at each step of their civilization. Mode of
production was against the diversification of
wants and accumulation.

Anthropologists and sociologist are trying to
say that earliest form of seciety or the humanity
Was case to the nature than the culture. Culture
improves in a dialectical relationship to nature.

Along with the course of time, the moving people

get to settle down and develop the concept of

farming, accumulation with the invention of new
technology. Then the fight between technology
and nature goes on and who wins, shape the
culture. More interaction with nature improves the
technology but getting extracted form nature,
‘culture’ the way of livelihood has been changed
day by day. Economy has moved to cultdre from
nature. Today nobody is affluent because
muttiplicity of wants diminishes the satisfactory
level. Today mode of production has changed,
though in some way it leads to the expansion of
social wealth but because of the mending
demands satisfaction becomes questionable.
Again it gradually makes the concept of private
property and ownership of that property is
became the attitude.

~ Inthis whole discussion, we are making an
effort to show that in judging any society in terms
of 'affluency’ one should see it from the point of
view of that society itself. Today, in this capitalistic
society we have to work according to our needs
and aspirations but this should let one to think
that primitive society who was close to the nature
was totally idle ané not affluent.

Bibliography (Helping Source)
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COLLEGE EDUCATION AT THE CROSS-ROADS

Education today in the country starting from-

the primary to the post-graduate level is at the
crossroads. Basically college level education has
reached a point where it is difficult to ascertain for
whom the education is meant for the teacher, the
private enterprise or the oft proclaimed citizen of
tomorrow— the helpless students. This is an
attempt to describe what countless student have
experienced and felt during their academic years.

The French ideals of "Liberty", "Equality",
“Fratemity", infused in the Indian minds a new sprit
of sacrificing their whole for the cause of National
Independence, their relentless efforts, moving
struggles. Ultimately borefruit and India attained
independence on 15th August, 1947 and then
started a new era in the Indian history. People's

hopes were raised, thus dreamt a safe, secure

and self-satisfied iife where the basic necessities
in the form of food, clothing and shelter will be

¢+ Md. Shahidul Islam Jadid
Lecturer, Deptt. of Education

ensured to all. But very soon these sweet dreams

turned into bitter realities and today semi-fed and
semi-clothed people are illiterate.

Almost, even after passing of sixty years of
independence our aspirations for national
development have not been fully or even largely
realized. So the necessity is imperative, for the
development of the country in general and for the
human resource development in particular at that
higher education must be meaningful, prodLictive
and should provide sufﬁ'éient avenues to develop
personalities.

Factors influencing hlgher edg_gtlon towards

cross-road :

There are various factor, responsible for higher
education towards crossroads as indicated below
1. Undesired higher education.

2. Moral bankruptcy.

3. Curricula net in consonance with our goals.
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Irrelevant education system.

Pitiable sight of college campuses.

Young mind with vibrant imagination.
Unappealing system of education.
Defective evaluation system of examination

papers.

2 o

9. Low rate of public expenditure in college

education.

Remedial suggestion :

The following remedies will guide the
college education towards particular from a
doldrums : '

1. Need of effective educational reform.

2. Opening of embloyment opportunities
during college education.

3. Approaching former students.

4.  Need of cultivation of understanding among:
youth:. . ;

5. Distance education- viable to formal
education system.

6.  Need for career-oriented education.

All over the world, college -education is in

~ deep trouble and each country is trying tofind its

own solutions. We, in this country, should look at
the experiences of other countries- both developed
and developing. Government as well as non-
governmental institution needs to support college
education. Educational institution also needs to
put their house in order for there is lot of
inefficiency in this system. This is a sound advice
to government as well as non-governmental
institution. @@ .~ .

Key of Success

He conguers who endures.

5008 88

O

4 44

Knowledge is the only treasure that increases on sharing.
Prosperity begins with a state of mind.
Red leaders are ordinary people with extraordinary determination.

Big léssons of life are learnt from little mistakes.
You may be disappointed if you FAIL,
You are doomed, if you don't TRY,

 Many of life’s failures are men who didnot realize how close
they were to success when they gave up. ;
The reward of a thing done is to have done it.
Listen to the faintest sound, for opportunities knock only once.
Success is not a matter of chance but of choice.
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ECONOMIC LIBERALISATION AND INDIAN AGRICULTURE

Economics Liberalisation :

- The new economic policy was introduced

in India since 1991 for the economic reform of the
éountry. The main objective of this policy is to
liveralize and pr_iVa_tize-the economy. By the term
economic liberalization we mean liberalizing the
ecb_nonﬁy against unnecessary centrols and
regulations. Here the liberalization simply
indicators liberating the trade and mdustry from
unwanted restrlctlons

Liberalisation and Indian Agricuiture :

Our Indian economy is agro-based
economy where more than 66 percent of the total
populations are engaged in agricultural sector.
Under this new economic liberalization, the
agricultural sector of the country is facing
international competition in marketing its products
as well as in its factors markets. |

Actually, it ean be said that economic

liberalization, globlisations and privatisation are

helpful and uséful for the capitalist countries, but
these cannot be fully applied in communist or
socialist countries where private sector do not play
my important role and there is government
interference in the production process. In case of
India, it is quite possible because it is a mixed
economy. The liberalization of industrial sector is
not helpful for our country. Because our industrial

+ Biki Saha
T.D.C. 3rd Year

sector is not strong and our local industries cannot
face the global competition. Therefore, it will be
better for the industrial sector that it is liberalized
domestically in order to make a strong industrial
base. in other words, Domestic Liberalisation will
promote health industrial growth.

But in case of agricultural sector the
||berallzat|on and globalisation is favourable, for our
country, because our economy is strong in
agricultural sector. If the modern methods and
technologies are brought and used in agriculturai
sector it will increase the production of agriculture.
Moreover, the demand for food crops, horticultural
crops and floriculture is very high in foreign
countries and international market. The demand
for Indian cut flower has been increasing gradually
in the international market. Therefore, it these
items are produced in our country it can catch
easily the international market and can also
succeed to earn foreign exchange which will help
for all round development of the country. Moreover
if and amount of loan is taken from the World Bank
or IMF for agricultural sector it will induce the Indian
farmers to produce better and better quality of
production and with the help of it our national
income can be increased as well as the problem
of unemployment can be reduced to a certain
extent. 0
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INSPIRATION

* Apurba Brahma
T.D.C. 2nd Year

Soldier, soldier, soldier
March, march-ahead !

Hever be ofitngls POLITICS
Lay your lives for country's sake *, . Sonsewar Baro
In your mind always you bear " 1D.C. 1stVesr
Never meet your enemy with a fear
Upholding your fionour make it clear Feverish, sickening atmosphere,
You love mothierland, near and dear Turbulent and restive-
Never fail your grip and twist the Inthe capital.
sword. ~ These is no more
- . Of the sliced tomato so savoury
Against your enemy's attack, : Set by Neharu's dexterous hands
 And beat them as a founds’ pack. On the table of Parliament
Your swords are sharp enough Which could draw water from the mouth.
For piercing the enemys' heart
Don't ook back and waver in your track. Hem Baruah !
e The scarlet skin of tomato
March, march ..... afiead | That was like Young Girl's
Fight till your-fast breath It has now turned anaemic |
The country will’ rejoice at your victory You will have to sniff at it
Your name will be enfisted Now-a-days, :
In the page of history. oo It gives out faith smell .~
: You the flies |

Swarm around

The decaying thing.

e I feel disgusted

‘:ﬁ I nauseate with sickness. 1O




DO YOU KNOW
¢ Rimpi Dey
H.S. 1st Year
Whats Life?
s b i
W fat's mind 2
o ull of pleasure.
Weats fove ?
OMustuaf eefation of o soud.
C‘)f?)gaf’; nature ? :
of ull of Beauties ERIERDSEIP
Waats Qos?
Chreator of alt + Amrita Sarkar
Wsat'sbeantful ' H.S. 1st Year
Rose and fove.
) Yitscoln? Thank you friend, _
R, - : For that you've given
%ga fs frienb? ' " Thank yoTj for your love anc-i aﬁectit?n
acwinjwfa T | Which you- gave me in my sorrow§
%ga és f’ife’s o And in my suffering
ng. ao Nothing means so much to me,

Because what ever | have
You are worth more than that.
When | remember you
| always feel that | am missing you.

| may not be the most important in your life
But | just hope that one day when you hear
My name, you will jusi smile and say

Hey, thats my friend. OO
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OH MY BEST FRIEND

* Debasish Saha
T.D.C. 2nd Year

In four years of age
Took entrance to your home

To convey your "KUDOS"
I lost in the world
In your white feart

Since then you and [
One .
Inseparable
Only just a feelinig and emotion
WHAT CAN MONEY DO ? A e
In my heart, soul, vein and mind
*  Ajit Basak You BE 5
T.D.C. 3rd Year 7 My first R !
Money can buy books, not brain Till this date
Money can buy medicine, not health And forever
Money can buy bed, not sleep ALPHABETIC {BOO'JC“'DD
(Collected)

Money can buy luxury, not happiness
Money can buy house, not home

Money can buy food, not hunger
Money can buy gift, not love.

l.Money can buy friends, not friendship
Money can buy a man, not respect

Money can build temple, not God. QQ
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